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Grosvenor Room

Pronounced: 
Grove-ner

Genealogy

Local History

Maps

Music Scores

Rare Books
Seth Grosvenor



Ancestry Library Edition



 U.S. Census – 1790-1940, every name index

 U.S., Indian Census Rolls, 1885-1940

 28,000 Full-text Books

 20,000 Full-text City Directories – Buffalo 1861-1960

 Full Revolutionary War Pension Files



Reference Books



Reference Books

 Three volumes

 New York

 Canada

 Wisconsin

 Abstracts of info 
from census 
records, 
histories, school 
records,  and 
other resources



Reference Books



Buffalo Collection



History, Biography, Culture



History Books
The Case of the Seneca Indians in the 
State of New York



Yearbooks

 Erie County 
high schools 
and colleges

 Ancestry 
Library Edition 
– All over the 
country



Thomas Indian School

Annual Reports 1881-1942

Information on:

 children, staff, buildings, 
activities



Student List



Photographs



Education



General 
Reports



Building/Property Inventories



Grosvenor Genealogy 
Collection

 Family 
Histories

 Local 
Histories

 Military 
Histories

 Transcribed 
records





Military Rosters



Military Rosters



Local History File

 Card Index
 Select Buffalo 

newspapers, 
magazines, & 
books

 Scrapbooks & 
vertical files

 1920s-1982

 Buffalo & Erie 
County:
 People, places, 

things, history



Local History File



Local History File



Scrapbooks



Scrapbooks: Genealogy

 Local Biographies

 Ethnic Groups

 Clubs

 Businesses

 Homes

 Churches

 Guide by Subject



“Indians 
of Western 
New York”





Erie County Poorhouse 
Records

Institution
Date 

range

Ledger 

type

Index by 

name?

Digital 

images

1 Children  Record – Superintendents 

of the Poor

1864-

1868

Register Yes 118

2 Erie County Poor House 1861-

1864

Register No 172

3 Erie County Alms House 1871-

1873

Register No

4 Erie County Alms House (“Book B”) 1872-

1873

Register No 142

5 Erie County Alms House 1873-

1889

Register No 292

6 Erie County Alms House 1908-

1923

Register No 574

7 Erie County Hospital 1897-

1928

Deaths No 446

8 Erie County Home & Infirmary 1926-

1941

Deaths No 122

9 Erie County Home & Infirmary 1942-

1952

Deaths No 126















Digital Collections
http://www.buffalolib.org/content/digital-collections



Maps & Atlases

 Atlases –

 NY Counties

 U.S.

 Foreign

 Over 80,000 sheet maps for all over the 
world

 Foreign & U.S.

 Most 1700s and earlier are in Rare Book 
Room





County & City Atlases







Sanborn Maps



Sanborn Maps Database













City Directories



City Directories



1874 

Cattaraugus 

County 

Business 

Directory



Digital Collections
http://www.buffalolib.org/content/digital-collections



The June P. Zintz Memorial Library of the 
Western New York Genealogical Society

www.wnygs.org 



 Bible, birth, church, marriage, burial, 
cemetery and death records

 Numerous published & unpublished 
manuscript records 

 Ancestor charts, biographies, family 
histories, genealogies

 Notebooks of members' Ancestor Charts 

 Numerous published & unpublished family 
histories 

The June P. Zintz Memorial Library WNY 
Genealogical Society



Microfilm Resources



Newspapers
 1801 – Earliest 

Niagara Region

 Buffalo News, 
1881-present

 Courier 
Express, 1926-
1982 (BN rival)

 Springville, 
1867-2003

 Fredonia, 1823-
1928



Digital Collections
http://www.buffalolib.org/content/digital-collections

 Buffalo Daily Republic – 1847-1886

 Evening Courier & Republic – 1862-1885

 Buffalo Evening Post – 1852-1886

 Lackawanna Newspapers – 1927-1940s

 Grand Island Dispatch – 1944-2014



Iroquois Newspapers

Si Wong Geh – 1978-1986

Cattaraugus Territory newsletter

Light on genealogical content

 Birthdays

 Lists of deaths

 Birth announcements

 Annuity checks returned due to 
unknown address



Iroquois Newspapers

 Akwesasne Notes - 1969-1996 

 Official publication of the Mohawk Nation at 
Akwesasne (Quebec area, U.S./Canada)

 Mainly national/regional news associated 
with Native Americans

 Turtle - 1979-1994 

 Published by the Native American Center for 
the Living Arts in Niagara Falls 

 Quarterly journal – arts, culture, history



Vital Records

 Erie County marriage records, 1877-1935

 Buffalo Justice of Peace records, 1837-1876

 Buffalo birth records, 1881-1913



New York State 
Vital Records Index



Ancestry Library Edition



Ancestry Library Edition



Ancestry Library Edition



Ancestry Library Edition



Ancestry Library Edition



Church and 
Cemetery Records



Census Records

 U.S. Federal – Western New York

 Microfilm 1790-1930

 1790-1940 – Ancestry and HeritageQuest



Native American 
Specific Data – Federal Census

First year Native Americans on 
territories are listed on the general 
population schedules - 1890

Prior to this – general schedules 
only include Native Americans 
taxed



Native American 
Specific Data

 1900, 1910 – special schedules were 
taken for Native Americans

 They can be found mixed in with the 
general schedules or at the end of an 
enumeration district, county or state

 May list: tribal affiliation, affiliation of 
parents, full or mixed 
“blood”/percentage of “white blood”







Native American 
Population Data

1930 – columns for birthplace of 
parents are used to note tribe 
name and “degree of Indian blood” 
for Native Americans

 Inconsistent





New York State Census

1825, 1835, 1845, 1855, 1865, 
1875, 1892,1905, 1915, 1925

WNY Counties on Microfilm

1855-1925 – Ancestry



1915 & 1925 
New York State Census

Ancestry - Territory enumerations 
usually found with the county 
where the Territory is located

Microfilm –

1915 – Territories after Yates 
County

1925 – Territories mixed in with 
counties in which they are located 
– see guide for specifics



1915





1875



1845 State Census of 
“Indian Reservations”

 Seneca, Cayuga, Oneida, Onondaga, St. 
Regis, Tonawanda, Tuscarora

 Marital information

 Born in: NYS, New England, other states

 Number married

 Crops, livestock, farm land

 Occupation – categories

 Religion







U.S., Indian Census Rolls, 
1885-1940

 1884 Act of Congress

 Formally affiliated with tribe under federal 
supervision

 Every Territory was not necessarily recorded 
every year

 Information usually listed: Name, age, gender, 
sometimes relationship to head of household, 
some show date of birth, some list Native 
American name, marital status

 Access: Ancestry, HeritageQuest





Erie County Surrogate 
Court Index, 1800-1929



Genealogical Periodicals



Border Crossings

 From Canada to U.S.

 1895-1960

 Ancestry Library Edition

 Buffalo area lists on microfilm in 
Grosvenor Room

 A number of Native American individuals 
list birthplace as Six Nations Territory or 
Brantford, next to the Territory

 Other locations too







HeritageQuest – Serial Set



HeritageQuest – Serial Set





Databases

 1989-present



Website – Guides
http://www.buffalolib.org/content/grosvenor/
guides-publications




