Gy-out-wa-chia, the Cornplanter commonly known 2s Captain
John 0'Bail, wae the son of & Duteh trader nemed John A'Beel and o
Seneca woman, His English nsme was 2 corruption of A'Beel and 164
to the belief that his father was Irish., His father, John A'Beel,
in his younger days resided nenr Albany, Wew Yorlk, snd traded with
the Indisns residing between the Hudson River and TFort Wiggora, He
lived with a Seneeo woman for some time. A son wag born whom sho nomed
Gymautews~chia, The Cormplanter. Cornnlanter woe carefully cored fow
by his mother and eventually rose by his great sbility to be war chief
of tha.Senecaq%. Ag a boy he woas with the French at Fort Dus¢uesne
at the time of Braddock's dsfeat, and was prcbably the lesder at
Cheryy Valley and Wyomlng instead of Br@ntjta whom tradition and poetry
have assigned that bad eminenmce. After the Revolution ke became & lover

of perce and a friend of the whites, and lurgely forfeilted his influence

+ with his own peeplé by his efforts to keep them from extermination.

Peuce way the unpoPﬁlar pide, and Red Jaaﬁﬂﬁ)whu Wi not a fighter but

“.u

ang th@r@by supplanted &ovnolanﬁmg ﬁhaﬁ@ﬁ@hmﬁdiﬂhﬂt dafeut bhat wise

"..avarg inch a ﬁ}}itiaian}aapaaﬂad e awvar-wide wiEh all hiﬁ sloguence

leaderts specific purposes Insgtesd of wiving up in defeat Gormplanter
beeame more persistent than ever for the bringing about of & peace
Jreaty with the whibes, aﬁﬂ'with that strong determinstion to win which
marked his character through 1ife, he started alone on foot throusgh ,
the wild, unbroken wilderness of Penngylvanis to the City bf Fhiladelphia,
then the seat of the newly formed national .gg;ova:i-‘nmen'l:, and completod
& peace treaty with Genersl George Washington. Thip ftreaty mede possible

arly settlement of northwestern Pemnsylvonie and western lew York,

f)atory makes no mention of where it wag ever broken, elther Ly the

Indisns or the ﬁhites. The Senecas at that time nunbered thousands of
A . \

peppla but Cornplanter held them in control, believing the pence treaty

ﬂb bo sacred and not simply "a scrap of paper®™ as the Halser regurded

“hle tronty with Belgium.




In recognition of Coruplanterts great aeﬁ%iae the State of
Pennsylvania gave him a traet of land on the Alleghony River, twelve
miles above Warren, that has always beon known as the Cornplanter
Remervation. It was there late imI1854 or early in 1835 that he diaed
and was buried. About thirty yesrs afterwards the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvenia erected over the grave of thig illustrious warrior who
had proven himgelf to be a true and loyal friend of the whites at s
tirne when every friend was needed, a‘mmrble monument on which is
inseribed a brief history of his cgreer. The monument can he plainly
sgen from the Ponnsylvenia Railroad as the trein pasges the Reservation,
located en the other side of the ﬁiver from the Mnilrond, between the
townsg of Kin?ua and Corydon. Corunplanter wae sbout one hendred yoars
old 8t the time of his death., He hod three sons, Henry, Charles ond
William. Hemry wae educated in knglend, but his coreer, after returning
to this country to take up th@ work whieh his father had so much at

heawt—m-of taachiny the Indiana to adapt themselves to the ways of the

- *wni%a paople--~was & gront ﬁisuppointmgnt to Cornplantem. Henry dled

when still young., After the death of Charles and William, the twoMbwﬂ )
other sons, Solomon 0'Bail, son of Hemry, succeeded to the chief
though his funcbions were not very active,
In 1895 when Werren held ite Cenbennial Celebration,

Solomon §'Bail, then about 81 years old, hesded & dolegation of over
three hun@red Senece Indisns that were the guests of Warren for threo
days and four nights, taking part in the greategt celebration Warren
aver held. They were camped on the grounds 1in 42 tepees made for the
oceasion in true Indian faghion. Solomon ﬁ?Bail will be remembered
by many who saw him at that time 2& & venerable, ﬂi@nifi@ﬁ; 0ld -
gentlemen, powerful in appearsnce, and it wag the opinion of many
that had the Beneca nation agaln engagoed in wer he might have led Them
With(ability znd courage.

ﬁ Only once do I find mention made of Cornplanter meeting
his father, and that ie on pape 1R6-128 of the book entitled "The Life

.";‘ .
of:mﬁry Jomison, the White Woman of the Cenesea" told by herself &t
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the age of 80 to Dr, Jumes Lverett Sesver, M, D. This book was firet
published in Cansndaigua, NWew York in 1824, an& since that time many
edltlons have been published in both England sand Ameries, Harper
Brothers, New York publishers, within the last two yeara'hmve hrought @wﬂ%
another edition. Mery Jemison was of Irish parentage. :She‘was |
captured by the Indiams in 1755 when 13 yoars of age and lived with
them until her death. Many of her descendents are.living on the
several reservations.' In her boolk she gpeaks of camping &t the mouth
of the Conewango Creek in 1760, 168 years ago, within half & mile of
your Pogt rooms. SBhe wae 1V years old at that time carrying her boy,
Tom, nine months 0lde On the pages referred to she explaine that
Cornmplanter and a British officer nemed Johnston commanding the
Britlsh forces, orpanized an expedition of retaliation and revenpe o
large and strong that apparently nothing tonld avert 1&@ march or
prevent itg_@ggreé&tigna. Aftor leoving the Genesee they marched
directly to same of the headwaters of th@ sSuggquehanna River and
Schoharie Creek; went down that QCreek to the Mohawk; thence up that
River to Fort Steanwlx; and frofr thence came homse. On thelr route
they burned o number of places, destroyed all the cattle and all
other property that fell in their way, killed a number of white people
snd brought home prisoners.

Cornplanter had lesrned from his mother who hig father

wog and where he resided and when the expedition came to Fort Plain

on the Mohawk where o0ld John A'Beel lived, Garnplantgi and a number

of his Indlang tool him prisoner. This wes the Lirst time that
Cornplanter had ever seen hie father and he took him prisoner in order
that he night make an introduetion leisurely 2nd become &Qquaintad

with the men to whom, though a stranger, he was satisfied he owed his
exisﬁﬁ%oe. He led him wup the river ahout ten or twelve miles, and then
stepped before him, #oced about and addressed him in the following
torms: "My neme 1lg John 0'Bail, commonly called Cornplanter. I am
your son. You cre my father. You are now my prisoner and subjeet to

the sustoms of Indian warfare, but you shell not be harmed. I am a




warrior. Many are the scalps I have taken. Hany prisoners have I
tortured to deaths I em your son. I am a warrior. I was suxious to
gee you and groet you in friendship. I went to your cabin and took
you by force, bﬁ% your life shall he spared. Indisns love their
friends and thelr kindred and treat them with kindnese, IFf now you
choose to share the fortune of your 39110W'é0n and live with my
paople I will cherish your old age with plenty of venison and you shall
live euslly, but if 1t ip your choleoe to return to yowr flelds and live
with your whilte children I will send a party of ny young men to conduct
you baek in safety. I respect you, father. You have been friemdly
with the Indisng awd they are your friends." 014 John chose to return,
Gown@lanﬁm?, a8 good a8 his wuﬁh, ordered sn escort to return him to
his home, which they daid with great earéi

Between the pages 126 and 127 1 an 0}d bime wood-cut
of Garnpiggfg;, ldentical with & photograph which I hed teken of a
Lithograph, evlidently published in a meguzine many years ago snd now
in the possesslion of Joseoph Keppler, son of the founder and proprietor
of the Comic Weokly Puck. MNr., Xeppler, o man of wealth and interested
in Indien affalrs, has givon freely of his money and time in asglesting
the Senecs Indisms, and Gap@aiélly wes he helpful to Mrs, Comverse,
the White Mother as the Indians celled her, who lived neer Binshamton,
New York, and who for mony yenrs devoted her time and energy in helping
the Indians, Mrs. Converse guve the‘liﬁ@agraph to Mr. Keppler and told
him that the older Indians who had kunown Coruplanter sald that it wag
a very good pileture of him in his warrior outfit. Coruplenter &1#90%
hﬁve the Indian features but resembled his father, although he had
the yellow gkin of the Indian. At the time we gave the Warren
Sentennial Oelebration in 1895 there was & pen and ink drdwing on
exhibition made of Gormplanter by some #almown artist and when shown
to Solomon 0'Bail, his grandson, he said "My grandfather had the
features of a white men. This is the likeness of my uncle Cherles on
my grondfether's showlders.' Very little attention wag miven to the

metter &t the time, but later on when the history of the Contemnial




was boing prepared for publication, & modern half-toned plature was
mide of the sketoh and it wag found that Solemon Q'Bail was correcty
for by referring to page 4 of the History of Warren's Ceutenunial on
which the half-tone of the supposed piﬁture off Lornplanter appears,
and to page 1l where the pleture of Charles and William O'Bail appears)
1t is plain to be seen that the face of Ghérleﬁ, Coraplanter's son,
is 1dentical with the fuce of the picture on page 4,7bu$ ag ne other
plcture wag aveillable and in the belief that the subjeet would never
come up for controversy it was decided to inelude it with the other
11lustrations. But as these pictures, discovered loter, duting hack
to 1884yhave never been rﬂpudiatmﬁ by the older mambers of the Sonecs

Hetion or hy his white friends of the past who Jmew him personally,
I felt justified in having an oil portrait made of the phobograph in
my possession and offering it as the best énd truest 1ik@nasa of
Cornplauter known to Be in axiatﬁﬁqm. You will note that the eors
have been mutilated ss well as the nose, as Coruplanter submitted to
the torture of mutilatlon té test his anﬂur&née-amd gourage &8 was
the custom of the Indisns of that period. In some manner the right
ear was torn oubt and you willl observe that the necklace on the right
glde iz suvpended fram the eollar decoration, whii@ the other side
18 strung through the large openiyg in the left ear, almo note the
8ilver nose ring which he alw&yﬁ‘ﬁbr@.

Cornplanter was well known to the rosidents of Werren
pravious to 1835 for he freguently visited the town, coming down the
river from the reservation in his cance. He wag a man of good business
judgment aund upright in a1l his tromsactions. Ny fathor-inelaw, the
late Judge S. Pe Johnson, came to daurren in 1834 and opened an office
for the practice of law. A few yeers previous Lo thaet time Mr. Iudlow,
a Tinely educated and wealthy gentleman of Hew York City, moved to
Warren and became interested in the purchage of the valuable pineg-
lands throughout this seotlon. He, ag 1 remember the story as told to
me by Judge Johnson himself, wanted to purchase some timber Lrom

Cornplanter, and Cormplanter came to Werron in his canoe to complete




the deal and insisted on heving an attorney draw up the controet.
Mre Indlow invited Judge Johnson snd Archibald Tenner, Grandfethor of

Ao T BSeofield, to take dinner a2t his home snd meet Cormplanter. Judze
Johnson told me that Cormplanter was in full Indiasn regelia. He
underetood inglish and gpoke it very well and proved a pood entertsiner
as ell were ilnterested ln his remarksble garear and experiences., After
dinner Judpe Johnson drew up the contract, and Cornplanter, without
miking any changes whatever signed 1t, as did Mr. Iundlow, and told
Judg@ Johnson ﬁhﬁt_h@ was very much pleased, and that he considered

1t Just and falr to both sldes, sand that from that time on he wished
to retain him as his porsonsl attorney snd ss attorney for the Yenses
Indiens residing in the state of Pennsylvanie. Judpe Johnson had
business with him quite & number of times during the year that
follored. Coraplanter was taken 111, and calling the tribal chiefs
together t0ld them that as long as Johnson lived %o retoin him ag
thelr legal advisor and friemd, with the result thet Judge Johnson
wa.g &ﬁtbrn@y and advisor of the up-river Indians from 1884 to the

time of his death, 1893, During that long period of time he adjusted
all thelr legal difficultles and domestic problems, practically
agsuming @ dlctatorship. He visited the several reservations hundreds
of timeg. He Znew them by name and they slways consulted him on the
mogt trivi&l matters. It was through Judge Johnson's efforts that an
@ppropﬁ¢tlon wos made by the State of Pennsylvania for the e ﬁeation

of a monument over Cornplanter's grave, and as local represag@iva

of the Quaker Indian Committee it .was he that oventually hed the land
.diviaea among the several families, the direct descendants of
Corunplanter being glven filrst cholee. During the early daye of his
practice thara'wer@ many Indilang living up the river, aund hardly a

day baﬁﬂéd but that some;of them visited the Johnson office or were
seen/ eatinm lunch on the porch of his home, receiving helfi at his
hﬂﬂéﬁp For 8ll his services he received very litile money, but wee
1iber@11y gupolied with choleo ‘fPame, berried, and whatever the Indians

thoughﬁ would be amcooptable as gifts. At his death Col. Jsmes O,
Pormlee, his step-son and law partner, looked after the affoirs of




the Indians, and &t his death the business was goattered among the
gevoral atltorneys of Warren.

hs one of the executors of Judge Johnson's estate, I was
breught in contsct wlth the Indiens at various times and have doune
what I gposbidly could to help those that are left, Most of the
Indiens who knew Judge Johnson have pagsed away,but during their
life time I was always pointed out zs Johnson's son and trested
with the greatest courtsey and respect.
On July 4th, 1895, the great dey of the Werren Centennial,
ﬁ. He Allem, W, 4, Telbott znd myself, composing the Ihdimﬂ Committee,
were publicly gdopﬁeﬁ into the Seneccn Nation and given the names of
noted Indisn chiefs of the past. I wae adopted into the Wolf Clan
and glven the name of Gar-no-gwoh; Talboft,‘skanaﬁyo«gwa*ﬂi; Allen,
Sgmgompganh-soh, A full report of the Indian Committee aud the dolngs
of the Indlaeng during the celebration will be Ffound in the History
of Warren's Centeunial beginning at page 109,
H | “'I have tried in this paper fo lmpress ﬁban you the faet
that in giving the name of Chief Corumplanter to your Post you aid
not toke the name of a renegade, worthless Eﬁﬁiﬁﬁ: but the nime of a
men vwho wos honored and rebpect@& not only by his own people but
by the whites as well, who admire& him for his courage, permi&ti%ee
and honorable principles, hia bellef in justice and brotherly love,
and all the high qu&litiastghat help to make resl men of men.
I now take great pleasure iﬁ prosenting td Chief Commplenter
Post)No. 185 hmericon Leglom,this oil portrait of Chief Gormplenter,
painted by Elton W. Devis, a Worren asrtist, to be hung in tho rooms
of your Post, and may it always be an inspiration to your members
to be squere and upright in your dealings with your fellow men, and
to cultivate those virimes which the grand old Chief posgessed and
whieh brought to him The confldence and rogpect of his red brothers

and white brothers alike.




